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the period last mentioned to the present time ; and because
there happened some passages in both Houses, occasioned
by the treaty, I shall take notice of them under that head.
There only remains to be mentioned one affair of another
nature, which the Lords and Commons took into their cog-
nizance, after a very different manner, wherewith I shall close
this part of my subject.

The sect of Quakers amongst us, whose system of religion,
first founded upon enthusiasm, hath been many years grow-
ing into a craft, held it an unlawful action to take an oath to
a magistrate. This doctrine was taught them by the author
of their sect, from a literal application of the text, " Swear
not at all;" but being a body of people, wholly turned
to trade and commerce of all kinds, they found themselves
on many occasions deprived of the benefit of the law, as
well as of voting at elections, by a foolish scruple, which
their obstinacy would not suffer them to get over. To pre-
vent this inconvenience, these people had credit enough in
the late reign to have an Act passed, that their solemn
affirmation and declaration should be accepted, instead of
an oath in the usual form. The great concern in those
times, was to lay all religion upon a level; in order to which,
this maxim was advanced, " That no man ought to be denied
the liberty of serving his country upon account of a different
belief in speculative opinions," under which term some
people were apt to include every doctrine of Christianity:
however, this Act, in favour of the Quakers, was only tem-
porary, in order to keep them in constant dependence, and
expired of course after a certain term, if it were not con-
tinued. Those people had, therefore, very early in the
session, offered a petition to the House of Commons for a
continuance of the Act, which was not suffered to be brought
up; upon this they applied themselves to the Lords, who
passed a Bill accordingly, and sent it down to the Commons,
where it was not so much as allowed a first reading.

And indeed it is not easy to conceive upon what motives
the legislature of so great a kingdom could descend so low,
as to be ministerial and subservient to the caprices of the
most absurd heresy that ever appeared in the world; and
this in a point, where those deluding or deluded people
stand singular from all the rest of mankind who live under